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s/Arquments 



Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are pending. 

Rejection of claims 1-7 and 9 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kaganas et al. (US 6425018) and Truong et al. (US Pat No 6173057) 

Applicants submit that for at least the reasons discussed below the present 
amended claims are patentably distinguishable over the cited combination of 
Kaganas and Truong. 

Amended claim 1 recites "... determining a unique identification associated 
with the removable data storage device coupled to the handheld audio playback 
device, and decrypting the audio data file using the unique identification and 
decrypting the associated decoder file using a first key; decoding the 
decrypted audio data file in accordance with the decrypted decoder file in the 
digital signal processor..." Applicants submit that neither Kaganas nor Truong 
disclose or suggest this limitation of amended claim 1 . 

The office action acknowledges that Kaganas fails to teach the step of 
decrypting the audio data file using a unique identification associated with the 
storage device. Truong is cited to provide the missing element. 

Applicants respectfully submit that Truong fails to provide the missing 
element. Truong teaches a system that uses a separate recording medium having 
information stored thereon, and a portable medium (e.g. smart card) having 
security information stored thereon for enabling a user to access the information 
on the recording medium using a computer platform (col. 4, lines 5-14). The 
recording medium is a non-rewritable medium, wherein the contents of the medium 
can be read but not modified or altered (col. 3, lines 8-10). 

The recording medium may include an identity parameter specific to the 
medium to secure the recording medium (col. 3, lines 22-24). However, the 
identity parameter associated with the recording medium is not associated at all 
with a step of decrypting data files stored on the recording medium. Rather, the 
identity parameter is used by the hardware security device to confirm the identity 
of the recording medium during the first step of the process for accessing data 
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on the medium (col. 4, lines 24-37). Once the identity of the recording medium 
has been confirmed, various steps are performed to authenticate the integrity of 
the software on the recording medium using various signatures stored on the 
recording medium (col. 4, lines 38-44). Then, various security checks are 
performed to ensure proper security levels and that there have been no breaches 
of the method (col. 4, line 59 - col. 5, line 22). Nowhere does Truong teach or 
suggest that the identity parameter of the recording medium is used to decrypt the 
data files stored on the recording medium. 

The portions of Truong cited by the Office Action fail to teach or suggest the 
above cited limitation of claim 1, Col. 3, lines 10-16 mention that in the first stage 
of the process the information to be protected, the operating systems for the 
information, and a set of security and control parameters are defined. Col. 3, lines 
22-26 mention that the security parameters may include an identity parameter 
specific to the medium, and lines 34-41 mention that some or all of the information 
may be encoded or encrypted. Finally, col. 4, lines 5-10 mention that the publisher 
supplies the recording medium and a portable medium (e.g. a smart card), wherein 
the smart card may include identity code specific to the user and keys for 
decoding or decrypting information stored on the recording medium. However, 
nowhere does Truong mention or suggest decrypting the data files on the 
recording medium using the identity parameter of the recording medium. Rather, 
Truong specific mentions that the identity parameter is used in the first step to 
verify the identity of the recording medium. 

By contrast, the present invention contemplates that the removable data 
storage device may be a rewritable recording medium wherein the data may be 
copied from another memory device using file management software (page 9, lines 
13-15). In that regard, the present invention uses the unique identification in the 
manner recited to prevent an audio player from playing an audio data file that was 
copied from another memory card, thereby providing a layer of protection (page 9, 
lines 15-17). Truong does not teach or suggest such a limitation because Truong 
specifies using a non-rewritable medium. 

In view of the above, applicant submit that even if Kaganas is combined 
with Truong in the manner suggested, the proposed combination still fails to teach 
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or suggest each and every limitation of present claim 1 . Thus, applicants submit 
that present claim 1 , and the claims that depend therefrom, are patentably 
distinguishable over the cited combination. 

Furthermore, applicants submit that the proposed combination of Kaganas 
and Truong is improper as there is no teaching or suggestion in the references to 
combine them in the manner suggested. 

In fact, applicants submit that Truong teaches away from the suggested 
combination since Truong specifies using a non-rewritable recording medium, 
which would be provided by a publisher, while Kaganas is directed to a system for 
enabling a device to use a memory card that is either in the form of a RAM or ROM 
(col. 2, lines 35-54), Also, Truong teaches providing a user with a recording 
medium and a portable medium, such as a smart card, having various security 
parameters included thereon. On the other hand, Kaganas teaches using a single 
memory card. The generic statement that it would be obvious to combine the 
references for the purpose of copy protection fails to provide the necessary and 
specific teaching or motivation for combining the references in view of the above 
differences. 

In view of the above, applicants submit that present claim 1 , and the claims 
that depend therefrom, are patentably distinguishable over the proposed 
combination of references. Applicants also submit that present claim 10, which 
recites the above-cited limitation of claim 1 in apparatus form, is patentably 
distinguishable over the proposed combination for at least the same reasons as 
those discussed above with respect to claim 1 . 
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Having fully addressed the Examiner's rejections it is believed that, in view 
of the preceding amendments and remarks, this application stands in condition for 
allowance. Accordingly then, reconsideration and allowance are respectfully 
solicited. If, however, the Examiner is of the opinion that such action cannot be 
taken, the Examiner is invited to contact the applicant's attorney at (609) 734- 
6815, so that a mutually convenient date and time for a telephonic interview may 
be scheduled. 



THOMSON Licensing Inc. 

PO Box 5312 

Princeton, NJ 08543-5312 

Date: October 30 r 2006 



PPK/tc 
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Respectfully submitted, 
SIN HUICHEAH ETAL 



By: Paul P. Kiel 

Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 40,677 
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